Willowcreek Show Choir Disclosure Document

Teacher: Mr. Carl Johanson
Email: (best way to contact): cjohanson@alpinedistrict.org
Phone: (801) 610-8766 ext. 127

Website: willowcreekchoirs.weebly.com

Class Objectives

1. Students will learn and apply healthy vocal technique in a musical theater style.

2. Students will learn and apply good performance and audition skills and etiquette.

3. Students will learn and apply basic dance techniques to put on a quality performance.

4. Students will learn to assess their own and other’s performances to become better evaluators and critical
thinkers.

Materials Required

L. Apencil NOT a pen

2. Lined paper (notebook or loose-leaf is fine)
3. A water bottle.

Classroom Rules

Students are expected to maintain appropriate behavior at all times. Our class has three main rules:
1. I'will respect myself, my peers, and my teacher.
2. lam responsible for my own actions.
3. I'will do my best at all times.

With these rules follow several specific policies. Choir students are expected to be on task when in class. To
facilitate this, cell phones are NOT allowed out in class (unless I am given legitimate reason beforehand BY
THE PARENT). Any cell phone that is out in class will be confiscated and taken to the front office at the end of
the day without warning, regardless of if they are actually being used or not. In other words, if I see it, I will
take it: No excuses.

Food and/or drink are NOT allowed in the classroom, including gum. It is impossible to stay focused and sing
with a healthy sound when food or drink is in the mouth. With the exception of water, students should not eat
or drink during class. Students are encouraged to stay hydrated and keep a bottle of water with them during
class and to come already having eaten breakfast or lunch (depending on the time of day).

Students are expected to come to class prepared and ready to sing a lot. In order to sing with a good and
healthy sound, students must come to class healthy, nourished (having eaten breakfast or lunch), well
hydrated, and well rested. If you are sick, email me the morning of and PLEASE STAY HOME and get better.
You can make up the absence later.

Students are also expected to remain in the class for the entire period. Please use the bathroom before coming
to class. Each term, students will be given ONE hall pass that is to be used solely for the bathroom. This pass
cannot be replaced if it is lost or destroyed. Any unused passes at the end of the term with be collected and
students who have not used their pass can be awarded 1 extra point to their attendance grade (see grading
policies below for more details) OR trade it in for a piece of candy.



Grading

Your grade will be based on a standards grading system. Please pay close attention to this section, as it is
completely different from years previous. You will be graded on a scale of 0-4 on 5 standards. Each standard
will have a single assignment for it listed in Skyward that will be updated daily based on how the student is
doing in class. The scale is as follows:

4 = Advanced Mastery
3 = Mastery

2 = Emerging Mastery
1= No Mastery

0 = No Attempt

This means that students who meet the minimum requirements in a particular standard will receive a 3,
(equivalent to a B). To receive a 4 (equivalent to an A), students must demonstrate exceptional mastery in a
standard. Any student who receives a 0 on any of the 5 standards will receive an “I” until the work is made up.

In Skyward, these scores will be represented as follows:

4 (A) - 85-100%

3 (B) - 70-85%

2 (C) - 50-70%

1(D) - 25-50%

0 (F) - 0-25%

0 (T) = Any of the 5 standards scores 0

Below is a chart explaining what each standard is and how to earn each score. If you truly want to receive an
advanced mastery score, you must meet ALL of the criteria.

Rehearsal Skills (15%)

4 | Student completes ALL criteria from 1-3 AND
Student comes PREPARED to class with the following:
o Student ate breakfast (morning classes) or lunch (afternoon classes) before class.
o Student has water bottle.
o Student got 6-8 hours of sleep (no more, no less)
Student is PROACVTIVE in rehearsal:
o Student marks scores without being asked.
o Student admits own mistakes and works to fix them.
o Student asks questions to further understanding.
Student is ON TASK at all times by doing the following;
o Student’s pencil is out and ready.
o Student’s paper is out and ready.
o Student is seated BEFORE the bell rings.

3 | Student completes ALL criteria from 1-2 AND
Student comes PREPARED to class with the following:

o Student’s voice is healthy enough to sing.

o Student completes homework assignment if given.
Student is PROACVTIVE in rehearsal

o Student sings with full voice.

o Student dances to the best of their ability.

o Student puts forth best effort.

o Student cleans up after themselves.




Student is ON TASK at all times by doing the following;
o Student follows class rules and procedures.
o Student’s music is out and ready.
o Student’s phone is out of sight and turned off.
o Student follows ALL directions without complaint.
o Student is not eating, drinking (except water), or chewing gum.

2 | Student completes ALL criteria from 1 AND

Student is ON TASK at all times by doing the following;
o Student talks only when appropriate.
o Student is singing or dancing when they are supposed to.
o Student stops singing or dancing when asked.

1 | Student is in attendance OR Student absence was excused (rehearsal skills will not be docked if the
absence is excused). If you must be absent for any reason, please email Mr. Johanson that morning.

0 | Student follows none of the rules above.

Rehearsal Attendance (15%)

Student is in attendance for the ENTIRE period (not including authorized bathroom breaks).

Student is absent once OR is late twice.

Student is absent twice OR is late three times.

Student is absent three times OR is late four times OR sluffs once.
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Student is absent four or more times OR is late five or more times OR sluffs more than once.

NOTE: A student can make up an absence by checking out their music and completing a practice log form. A
practice log includes 45 minutes of at home practice followed by a paragraph report about their practice. For
each makeup assignment complete, their rehearsal attendance grade will be raised by one point. In the case that
a student misses choreography, it is their responsibility to learn the moves that were missed.

Performances (25%)

4 | Student completes ALL criteria from 1-3 AND
Student stays in character the entire performance.
Student writes an exceptional Self Evaluation (meets criteria from 3 AND):
o  Specific evidence from the performance is given.
o Comments are specific and meaningful.
o Choir and music appropriate vocabulary is used.
o Purpose is clearly presented

3 | Student completes ALL criteria from 1-2 AND
Student arrives on time (no more than 5 minutes late)
Student demonstrates mastery in choreography:
o Student accurately performs ALL choreography moves.
o If amistake is made, the student owns the mistake and keeps going with it.
Comments are general Student writes an adequate Self Evaluation
o Self Evaluation explains what went well
o Self Evaluation explains what could have been improved
o Comments are general

2 | Student completes ALL criteria from 1 AND
Student arrives a little late without prior notice (5-10 minutes late)
Student demonstrates appropriate concert etiquette ON STAGE

o Student does not purposefully draw attention to themselves.

o Student maintains professional demeanor during applause.

o Student is on stage and off stage when they are supposed to be.

—_

Student arrives very late without prior notice (over 10 minutes late)

0 | Student is not present for the ENTIRE concert (regardless of excuse). Leaving early is not
acceptable.




Vocal Skills (25%)

Once every term, students will complete a singing test in person with Mr. Johanson. Some of these may be
during class while others may be after school during Late Bus Tuesdays. In the event that they are after school,
students will be given ample notice and allowed to sign up for specific time slots to plan their schedules
accordingly. Each test will have it’s own rubric based on a scale of 0-4.

Choreography Skills (20%)
Throughout the year, students will be assessed on their dancing abilities. These will take place during class.
Each assessment will have it’s own rubric and will be based on a scale of 0-4. All choreography assessments
will take place during class.

Choir Concerts and Performances

All performances are mandatory. Everything we do in class culminates in these performances. Please treat it as
if it were a final exam in choir. If a student does not show up for the concert, they cannot receive credit for it
without making it up. To make up a concert for full credit, the student must follow the following guidelines. If
either of the criteria is not met, the student cannot receive higher than a 2 on their Performance standard.

1. The excuse must be unavoidable. Do NOT schedule family outings or any other event during the

night of a concert! With proper planning, these issues can be avoided. Your child is expected to be
present. The only acceptable excuses are extreme circumstances such as a death in the family, sudden
illness that inhibits your ability to sing properly, life-threatening or serious injury, and/or a game (not
practice) or performance (not rehearsal) you are elsewise involved in.

2. Mr. Johanson must receive at least 2 weeks of notice. To receive full credit, you (THE
PARENT) must EMAIL me explaining why your child is missing the concert. Please do not call me or
have your child tell me in person. It must be in writing via email to be valid. If further explanation is
required, I will reach out to you via phone call. Telling me the day of or after the concert is not
acceptable and will result in receiving a 1/4 for the make up assignment. This does not include
emergency situations.

Important Performance Dates
Please put these dates in your calendar and plan accordingly so you do not overschedule yourself.

Date Event Choir’s Involved Time and Place

November 1 Advanced Choir Festival Singers Only During School at Frontier

November 14 Performing Arts Showcase | Singers and Willowtones During School in Auditorium

November 15 Performing Arts Showcase | Singers and Willowtones 7:00 in Auditorium

November 16 Show Choir Concert Show Choir Only 7:30 in Auditorium

December 12 Christmas Concert All Choirs (No Show Choir) 6:00 and 7:30 in Auditorium
5:00 Call Time

January 25-26 | Honor Choir Auditioned Students Only TBA at Lakeridge

February 28 Grand Concert Singers and Willowtones 0:00 and 7:30 in Auditorium

March TBA SWLL Invitational Singers and Willowtones TBA at Skyridge

March 19 Advanced Choir Festival Singers and Willowtones During School at Timberline

March 20 Intermediate Choir Festival | WCMC and Wolverette During School at Willowcreek

May 10 Show Choir Concert Show Choir Only 7:30 in Auditorium

May 17 Spring Choir Concert All Choirs (No Show Choir) 6:00 and 7:30 in Auditorium

5:00 Call Time




Class Fees and Fines

Students are required to purchase a chow choir t-shirt. This counts as their uniform. The t-shirt is worth $12.
This is a separate fee from registration. If a student does not pay this fee, they will not be given a
uniform and will forfeit the privilege to perform in any concerts. This fee must be paid either online or in
person to the finance office by September 1.

Students will be assigned a folder with music in it. This music is property of Willowcreek Middle School and
must be treated with respect. The student is responsible to keep track of it. If they lose or damage any music
beyond repair, a $2 restocking fee will be charged to their account for each piece of music that is lost or
damaged.

Cut along this line

Name: Period:

I have read and understand all the classroom rules and procedures. I have also marked all important dates in my
calendar and promise to plan accordingly so that I can be in attendance for all important performance dates.

I:I Check this box if you wish to OPT OUT of religious music.

Student Signature Parent/Guardian Signature



